MUSIC IN LONDON 1890-94

would have with the overture to the Kalif of Bagdad. I do not
see how Henschel can improve matters greatly as long as he has
to be content with seasons of six concerts spread over three
months.

What is wanted is a weekly orchestral concert at St James's
Hall practically all the year round, conducted by Henschel from
October to May, and thence to the end of the season by Richter.
If the scheme does not pay at first, it should be taken over by the
County Council, which could meet the loss by at once confiscat-
ing the entire property of the Duke of Westminster, as a judg-
ment on him for signing a petition to prevent the schools of
London being provided with pianos, on the ground of "extra-
vagance/* If this thrifty nobleman were worth his thousand a day
to us he would long ago have put a Steinway grand into every
Board School in London at his own expense.

Before quitting the subject of the Gerardy recital I should have
chronicled the first appearance thereat of Mr Oudin, Sir Arthur
Sullivan's Templar, as a concert singer. He revived Le Vallon,
one of Gounod's best settings of Lamartine, and an old war-
horse of Santley's, with success. His school is French; and he has
the chief virtue of it, a charming mezza voce. But he has also its
radical vice, a .tremolo, which, though not very pronounced, is
yet sufficiently so to occasionally obscure the pitch of his notes.
With a little more humanity and variety of mood he would be
a welcome figure on the platform. At present he seems unable
to discard the Templar sufficiently to make himself at home there.
As to Miss Kate Rolla, who also sang, she has two accomplish-
ments: she can sing very well; and she can scream like a steam
siren. When she screams she pleases herself: when she sings she
pleases me. I recommend her to confine herself in future to
pleasing me.
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THE Philharmonic Society, English to the backbone, never
knows when it is beaten. It has repeatedly shewn itself capable
of going on for years in a chronic state of ignominious defeat,